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American Symbols – Study Guide

The American Flag

· On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress passed the first_________, which said that the flag would be made up of ____alternating red and white stripes and ____white stars on a blue field. 

· Stars have been added to the flag as new states join the union. Currently, the flag contains ___ stars. 
· White: ____________________
· Red: ______________________
· Blue: ______________________
· _______ are considered a symbol of the heavens and the divine goal to which man has aspired from time immemorial

·  The _______ is symbolic of the rays of light emanating from the sun. 
The Bald Eagle
· The word “bald” means _______________.
· The bald eagle was chosen as the U.S. national symbol because it symbolized _________   _________   _________ and ___________.
The Great Seal of the United States

· On____________, Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson were given the task of creating a seal for the United States of America

· In the _______of the seal is a__________, our national bird. 

· It holds in its beak a scroll inscribed E pluribus unum, which is Latin meaning "out of many, one" and stands for_____________________________. 

· In one claw is an____________, while the other holds a bundle of___________. The olive branch and arrows "denote the power of____________." 

· A __________with thirteen red and white stripes covers the eagle's breast. 
· The reverse side of the seal is referred to as the “________  _______”.

The Liberty Bell

· The Liberty Bell rang when the Continental Congress signed the ________________and has become the ________________in the United States. The bell weighs about ______ pounds and is made mostly of ________(70%) and ____(25%).

·  The bell _________soon after it arrived in Philadelphia. Local craftsmen John Pass and John Stow cast a new bell in 1753, using metal from the English bell. 

· By 1846 a thin crack began to affect the ______of the bell. The bell was repaired in 1846 and rang for a George Washington’s birthday celebration, but the bell cracked again and has not been rung since. 

· No one ______why the bell cracked either time. 
The National Floral Emblem: The Rose

· The rose became the official flower of the United States in _______. 

· The rose is a symbol of ______, _______, ____ and _________throughout the world. 

· The flowers are generally ____, _____, ______ and _______and grow naturally throughout _____________.

Uncle Sam:

· ________, a figure symbolizing the________________, is portrayed as a tall, white-haired man with a goatee. He is often dressed in red, white, and blue, and wears a top hat. 

· The exact origins of Uncle Sam as a symbol for the United States are_________. But the most widely accepted theory is that Uncle Sam was named after______________.

· Samuel Wilson was a __________from Troy, NY that supplied the U.S. Army with _____ in_______. The barrels were labeled "____." When asked what the initials stood for, one of Wilson's workers said it stood for________________. 

· The suggestion that the meat shipments came from "Uncle Sam" led to the idea that Uncle Sam symbolized the _______________and association stuck. 

