Social Studies: Landforms – Definitions

http://pangea.tec.selu.edu/~vmartinez/ETEC644/ss_landform_definitions_ppt.ppt 

1. Butte – a flat topped rock or hill formation with steep sides. Buttes are found mostly in the western United States. They are formed by erosion.

2. Canyon – a deep valley with very steep sides that are often carved by a river. The Grand Canyon was carved away by the Colorado River. The Grand Canyon is located in Arizona. 
3. Cape – a pointed piece of land that sticks out into a sea, ocean, lake, or river.

4. delta – low, watery land formed at the mouth of a river. It is formed from silt, sand, and rocks that flow downstream. It is often shaped like a triangle.

5. desert – a very dry area.

6. geyser – a natural hot spring that often sprays steam and water above the ground. Old Faithful is the most famous geyser. It is located in Yellowstone National Park. 

7. Mountain – a very tall, high natural place on earth that is higher than a hill. The tallest mountain on earth is Mount Everest. Mountainous areas are usually not well populated because it is too hard to build roads and homes on mountains.

8. Plains – flat lands that have only small changes in elevation.

9. Plant life on plains is usually controlled by climate.  Plains are usually well populated because the land is good for farming and it is easier to build roads and houses on flat land. 

10. Coastal Plain – a stretch of low land along a sea coast which slopes to the sea. The Atlantic Coastal Plain is a good example. 
11. Plateau – a large flat area of land higher than the surrounding land.

12. prairie – a flat area of land that has grasses and only a few trees. 

13. tundra – a cold, treeless area. It is the coldest biome.

14. Volcano – a mountainous vent in the earth’s crust.

